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To-day not a Red Indian is to be found in the whole of the
"West Indies. In the 10,000 square miles of the little republic
of Haiti alone, which does not include what is now known
as the Dominican Republic, a part of the island of Hispaniola,
Negroes, goats, burros, scrub horses and Haitian dogs pre-
dominate—all relics, like the two anchors, either directly or
indirectly, of the discovery by Christopher Columbus.
The greatest relic that Columbus could leave in the New
World was his own body, and even that to-day is lost. Though
the mortal remains have passed into dust, there is a modern
dispute as to where the remnants of a leaden casket that once
held them is placed.
The discoverer died at Valladolid, Spain, on May 20, 1506.
The height of his fortunes had passed, and he expired in
comparative poverty, surrounded by a few of his most de-
voted friends. His obsequies were celebrated in the Church of
Santa Maria de la Antigua, at Valladolid, and the remains de-
posited in the convent of San Francisco. They were removed
to Seville in 1513, and twenty-three years later they were
transported across the waters to Hispaniola and interred in
the Cathedral of the City of Santo Domingo.
The French gained possession of Hispaniola in 1795, and
the Spaniards decided to remove the body of Columbus to
Cuba, still a thriving Spanish possession. Consequently the
little dust which the Spanish said was Columbus, and which
later the French said was not Columbus, was moved with
great pomp and ceremony to the cathedral at Havana. The
Dominicans will tell you to-day that Columbus still lies
buried in the cathedral at Santo Domingo. The Spanish will
tell you his resting place is in Havana.
The dispute regarding the last resting place of Columbus
is, however, an aged disagreement, but the one lasting relic

